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Table. Relative public health impacts of natural disasters (Modified from Keim, 2010)

Geophysical Meteorological
Seismic Volcanic High precipitation Low precipitation
Volcanic Tropical
Public Health Impact Earthquake Tsunami Eruption Landslide Cyclone Flood Drought Wildfire
Few, but Few, but Few, but
Few to Few to many in poor many in poor  many in poor
Deaths Many Many moderate moderate nations nations nations Few
Few to Few to
Injuries Many Many moderate moderate Few Few Unlikely Few
Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to
Loss of clean water widespread  widespread  widespread  Focal widespread  widespread Widespread Focal
Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to
Loss of shelter widespread  widespread widespread Focal widespread  widespread widespread Focal
Loss of personal and Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to
household goods widespread  widespread widespread Focal widespread  widespread widespread Focal
Major population Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to
movements widespread widespread widespread Focal widespread  widespread widespread Focal
Loss of routine Focal to Focal to Focal o Focal to Focal to
hygiene widespread widespread widespread Focal widespread widespread Widespread Focal
Focal to Focal to Focal o Focal to Focal to
Loss of sanitation ~ widespread  widespread widespread Focal widespread  widespread Focal Focal
Disruption of solid  Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to
waste management widespread widespread widespread Focal widespread  widespread Focal Focal
Public concern for Moderate to Moderate to  Low to Moderate to
safety High High High high High high moderate high
Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to
Increased pests widespread  widespread  Unlikely Unlikely widespread  widespread widespread  Unlikely
Damage of health Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to
care system widespread  widespread widespread Focal widespread  widespread Focal widespread
Worsening of chronic Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to Focal to
illnesses widespread  widespread widespread Focal widespread widespread Widespread widespread
Loss of electrical Focal to Focal to Focal o Focal to Focal to
power widespread  widespread widespread Focal widespread  widespread Focal Unlikely
Widespread
Widespread Widespread for air, soil, Widespread Widespread
for CO for CO and surface for CO for CO Widespread
Toxic exposures poisoning poisoning water Focal poisoning poisoning Focal for air
Common in Widespread
low-lying Focal to in poor
Food scarcity Focal Focal Focal Focal coastal area widespread  nations Focal
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Table 20.1 RKE D/ \)r—UIZ kBB HEFEFEX

105 CEDEfE  hs

1920-1930
1930-1940
1940-1950
1950-1960
1960-1970
1970-1980
1980-1990
1990-2000

1925
1935
1945
1955
1965
1975
1985

INYH—2 - IN)—UH Y DRRE
Y DILEE 845 (1005 KJL)

118 83

55 210

8 250

33 456

30 325

19 1410

9 676

7 2103

1995
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